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Objective
This module aims to present the main guiding documents and instruments for
European countries regarding climate change: Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC); EU Climate Change Strategy; National Climate Change
Adaptation Plans (NAP), as well as the fundamentals of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.



Knowledge
Know about the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), the EU 
Climate Change Strategy and 
the National Climate Change 
Adaptation Plans (NAP), as 
well as the fundamentals of 
the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development

Skills
Understand and explain three 
of the key global guiding 
documents and instruments on 
climate change and climate 
change action: 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development; 
EU Climate Change Strategy 
and the NAP.

Responsibilities & Autonomy
Analyse the relationship 
between the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, the 
EU Climate Change Strategy 
and the NAP.



MODULE GUIDE 

https://unsplash.com/photos/jkBvXKwr4MY

Here you can find a synopsis 
presenting the key factual and 
conceptual information about 
the topics of this module, to 
provide you with the necessary 
knowledge.



Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) 
Scientific-political organisation, established in 1988 by the WMO (World 
Meteorological Organisation) and UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme). 

Its main objectives are to provide an impartial source of scientific information on 
climate change; to assess the environmental and socio-economic consequences of 
climate change; and to formulate realistic response strategies.



Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) 
IPCC reports are one of the world's leading references on climate change, informing
policy debate and responses around the world. In 2013, the IPCC published its Fifth
Assessment Report and was clear about the role of human activities in climate change.

The conclusion is categorical: climate change is real and human activities are its main 
cause.



EU Climate Adaptation Strategy
Adopted by the European Commission in 2013, its objectives are:
▪ Promote Member States' action: providing guidance and funding to support their 

adaptive capacity building and the adoption of measures and strategies
▪ Stimulate properly informed decision-making: closing gaps in knowledge on 

adaptation and developing the European Climate Adaptation Platform as a "one-stop-
shop" for information

▪ Promote adaptation in key vulnerable sectors: agriculture, fisheries and cohesion 
policy, ensuring greater resilience of infrastructure and encouraging the use of 
insurance against natural and man-made disasters



EU Climate Adaptation Strategy
Its implementation is based on eight actions:
1. encouraging all Member States to adopt adaptation strategies
2. provide LIFE funding to support capacity building and scaling up adaptation 

actions 
3. introducing adaptation in the framework of the Covenant of Mayors 
4. bridging knowledge gaps



EU Climate Adaptation Strategy
Its implementation is based on eight actions (cont.):
5. further developing Climate-ADAPT as a "one-stop-shop" for adaptation 

information in Europe
6. introducing the climate component into the common policies (agriculture and 

fisheries) 
7. ensuring more resilient infrastructure
8. promote the adoption of insurance and other financial products as resilient 

investments in business decisions



National Plan for Adaptation to 
Climate Change (NAP)
The NAP is a strategic plan that allows countries to identify and address their 
priorities for adaptation to climate change in the medium and long term. 

Promoted by governments, it involves the analysis of current and future climate 
change and the assessment of vulnerability to its impacts. 

It allows for the identification and prioritisation of adaptation options and their 
implementation, as well as monitoring their progress and results.



National Plan for Adaptation to 
Climate Change (NAP)
Ultimately, the NAP aims to make people, places, ecosystems and economies more 
resilient to the impacts of climate change.

The associated process also seeks to make adaptation part of normal development 
practice, whereby adaptation needs are integrated into the way countries plan for 
the future, invest their resources and monitor progress.



Goal 13 for sustainable 
development
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United Nations Member 
States in 20 15, is a common blueprint for development on the planet, around 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including a goal for climate change (SDG 13).



TUTORIAL 

https://unsplash.com/photos/1o8VV8yOw40

Here you can find a set of self-
explanatory task-cards, 
specifically designed to provide 
real-world examples and supply 
the practical information to 
develop your skills.



Role of human activities in climate change
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Assessment 
Reports 
Human activities are estimated to have caused about 1.0°C of global
warming above pre-industrial levels. Global warming is likely to reach
1.5°C between 2030 and 2052 if it continues to increase at the current
rate and 2.0°C by the end of the current century.



Role of human activities in climate change
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Assessment 
Reports 
All countries have committed to the target set out in the Paris
Agreement to limit global temperature increase between 1.5˚C and
2˚C by the end of the century.

Reports available at: https://www.ipcc.ch/reports/

https://www.ipcc.ch/reports/


What do you know about 
the IPCC?
Search for information and answer 
the following questions: 
• What are the IPCC Assessment 

Reports about?
• What are the main objectives?
• Why are they so important? 
• In which year did the IPCC receive 

the Nobel Peace Prize?

Learn more!
Analyse the article "8 Things You Need 
to Know About the IPCC 1.5˚C Report" 
focusing:
• on actions needed to limit warming 

to 1.5˚C
• the importance of reducing CO2

emissions to control the rise in air 
temperature

• of the importance of the 
involvement of all actors to achieve 
this

https://www.wri.org/blog/2018/10/8-things-you-need-know-about-ipcc-15-c-report


Reflect!
Search for two articles with opposing 
views on the role of human activities in 
climate change: one that refers to 
human activities as its main cause and 
one that refers to other reasons to 
justify the climate changes we observe. 

Synthesise the information collected in 
a two-column list with the main views of 
the two positions.

Write and share!
Prepare a short note, not exceeding 
one A4 page, summarising your 
views on the role of human activities 
in climate change. 
Once you have finalised and 
reviewed your short note, we 
suggest you share your notes 
through the TAKE IT Facebook page. 
Then follow the comments and 
engage.

www.facebook.com/TAKEitClimateChang
e

http://www.facebook.com/TAKEitClimateChange


Some impacts of climate change on 
European regions
▪ Arctic: temperature rise far exceeds global average
▪ North-West Europe: increasing risk of river and coastal flooding
▪ Northern Europe: decrease in snow, lakes and river ice cover
▪ Central and Eastern Europe: increase in temperature peaks
▪ Mediterranean region: expanding habitats for southern disease vectors 
▪ Coastal areas and seas: Rising sea levels
▪ Mountain areas: increasing risk of soil erosion 



European climate change adaptation 
readiness scoreboard
As part of the EU Adaptation Strategy, 2018 saw the assessment of 
the national adaptation strategies of individual Member States. 

Summaries of each of these assessments are available at: 
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/adaptation/what_en

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/adaptation/what_en


Read

Access the Adaptation 
preparedness scoreboard –
Country Fiches and search for the 
adaptation preparedness 
scoreboard for your country.

Read the chapter "Step D. 
Implementation of Adaptation 
Actions".

Identify

Identify and list the main proposed 
actions or typologies of actions.

Pay special attention to those 
actions that can affect the region 
where you are located.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52018SC0460&from=EN


Reflect
Take time to reflect on whether the 
identified actions contribute to 
minimise the climate change impacts in 
the region you are located.

Take note of the actions that can affect 
your region positively or negatively.

Commit
It is time to get seriously involved in 
climate change issues! Subscribe to 
the Climate-ADAPT newsletter at 
https://climate-
adapt.eea.europa.eu/newsletter

Commit yourself to read monthly 
articles about policies, actions, 
strategies that are being take to 
support climate adaptation in 
Europe.

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/newsletter


National Plan for Adaptation to Climate 
Change (NAP)
The NAP elaboration process can help countries into: 
▪ improving development practices and adjusting adaptation
▪ improving access to and use of adaptation finance
▪ implementing the Paris Agreement
▪ driving progress towards the SDGs
▪ identify risks and build climate resilience



How is the NAP in your 
country?
Download the “National 
Adaptation Strategy and National 
Adaptation mapping” document 
available on the TAKE IT website. 
Read the objectives and priority 
actions and the agenda 
for the implementation 
of adaptation actions in your 
country.

Are adaptation 
actions being 
carried out?

After reading the synthesis of your 
country NAP, access the website of 
the organisation responsible for its 
implementation. Then, check for 
recent information about the NAP 
progress in your country.

https://takeit-project.eu/


Awareness raising for the achievement of 
SDG 13
2019 was the second warmest year since records began. With an
average global temperature of 1.1°C above estimated pre-industrial
levels, the 1.5°C or 2°C targets set out in the Paris Agreement are far
from being met. Although greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions are
expected to decrease by 6% by 2020 and air quality has improved as a
result of travel restrictions and the economic slowdown resulting from
the COVID-19 pandemic, this improvement will be temporary.



Learn more!

Access the following link: 
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13

Read the information and register 
the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic on reducing GHG 
emissions and its contribution to 
the 1.5 °C or 2 °C targets set in the 
Paris Agreement. 

Reflect!

Give three examples of how you 
can develop and encourage 
sustainable behaviours as a result 
of learning and experiencing the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Prepare a short note summarising 
your reflection and post it on your 
favourite social media.

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13


PRACTICAL TIPS
Here you can find a checklist of 
points to help you further 
develop the values and 
behaviours to deliver real-world 
adult education on climate 
change.

https://unsplash.com/photos/HFgxFulbsF4



❑ Participate in and encourage public participation processes 
promoted by public authorities for national, regional and local 
plans and environmental projects and those promoting 
adaptation to climate change

❑ Be active on social media. Use TAKE IT Facebook page to 
share relevant information about climate change and your 
experience learning about it.



❑ Develop a questionnaire for your trainees so they can assess 
their current sustainable actions and behaviours

❑ Develop a specific curricular project for trainees to investigate 
and identify climate actions that they can implement in the 
context of their professional activity and personal life



USEFUL READING
Here you can find a list of 
relevant online resources, 
organised by the topics of the 
module.

https://unsplash.com/photos/UwZnGlGm06I



Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate 

Change  

www.ipcc.ch/IPCC website: 
targets, 
information and 
assessment 
reports on 
climate change

https://www.ipcc.ch/


Sustainable 
Development 

Goal 13

www.undp.org/content/undp
/en/home/sustainable-
development-goals/goal-13-
climate-action.html

SDG 13 website: 
targets and 
information on 
climate action

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-13-climate-action.html


EU 
Adaptation 

Strategy

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/po
licies/adaptation/what_en

EU Adaptation 
Strategy 
website: 
objectives and 
information on 
actions to be 
taken

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/adaptation/what_en


National
Adaptation 

Plans

https://unfccc.int/topics/adap
tation-and-
resilience/workstreams/natio
nal-adaptation-plans

United Nations 
site - Climate 
Change: goals 
and information 
on National 
Adaptation 
Plans

https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/national-adaptation-plans


"The European Commission's support for the production 
of this publication does not constitute an endorsement 
of the contents, which reflect the views only of the 
authors, and the Commission cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be made of the 
information contained therein.“
2019-1-BE01-KA204-050400
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