TAKE IT CPD Programme: module 2
Understanding responses and resilience for climate
change adaptation

Developed by: CEDRU, PT

Objective
This module aims to analyse Goal 13 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (SDG 13) and the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) as key instruments to strengthen responses and
resilience to climate change.

Knowledge 1

Demonstrate knowledge of
SDG 13 in the context of the
17 Goals of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development:
"Take urgent action to
combat climate change and
its impacts"

Knowledge 2

Demonstrate knowledge of
the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) as
the main international and
intergovernmental forum for
negotiating the global
response to climate change

Skills 1

Analyse SDG 13 of the 2030
Agenda, "Take urgent
action to combat climate
change and its impacts“,
and compare the different
measures already
implemented

Skills 2

Review the work of the
UNFCCC, with a focus on
adaptation and resilience

Responsibility & Autonomy

Explain how the
implementation of SDG 13
of the 2030 Agenda
strengthens adaptation to
climate change

MODULE GUIDE
Here you can find a synopsis
presenting the key factual and
conceptual information about
the topics of this module, to
provide you with the necessary
knowledge.

https://unsplash.com/photos/jkBvXKwr4MY

SDG 13 for sustainable
development

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United Nations Member
States in 2015, is a common blueprint for development on the planet, around 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including a goal for climate change (SDG 13).

SDG 13 for sustainable
development

The three targets in SDG 13 for climate change are:
1. strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and
natural disasters in all countries
2. integrating climate change measures into national policies, strategies and
planning
3. improving training, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on
climate change mitigation and adaptation, impact mitigation and early warning

SDG 13 for sustainable
development

Meeting the SDG 13 climate change targets involves:
▪ implementing the commitment made by developed countries in the UNFCCC to
jointly mobilise USD 100 billion per year, starting in 2020, from various sources,
in order to address the needs of developing countries, in the context of
meaningful mitigation actions and transparent implementation, and
operationalise the Green Climate Fund by capitalising it as soon as possible

SDG 13 for sustainable
development

Meeting the SDG 13 climate change targets involves:
▪ promoting mechanisms for building capacity for effective climate change planning
and management in least developed countries and small island developing states
with a special focus on women, youth, local and disadvantaged communities
▪ recognising that the UNFCCC is the main international and intergovernmental
forum for negotiating the global response to climate change

SDG 13 for sustainable
development

Progress on SDG 13 by 2021:
▪ climate finance increased by 17% in the period 2015-2016 compared to the
period 2013-2014
▪ by 2020, 186 countries had ratified the Paris Agreement
▪ in 2019, 28 countries had accessed funding from the Green Climate Fund to carry
out national adaptation plans and other adaptation planning processes, with a
value of USD 75 million

UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC)
The UNFCCC is the United Nations entity with responsibility for supporting the global
response to the threat posed by climate change.
Its main objective is to stabilise greenhouse gas (GHG) concentrations at a level that
prevents dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.

UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC)
The Convention has as its principles:
▪ common but differentiated responsibilities
▪ precaution
▪ the special needs of developing countries, in particular the most vulnerable
▪ the right to development
▪ non-interference with the international trading system

UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC)
Parties to the Convention have several commitments, among which the following can
be highlighted:
▪ Commitment to report information (publication of periodic national inventories)
▪ Commitment to publish national climate change programmes (National
Communications)
▪ Promotion of technology transfer

TUTORIAL
Here you can find a set of selfexplanatory task-cards,
specifically designed to provide
real-world examples and supply
the practical information to
develop your skills.

https://unsplash.com/photos/1o8VV8yOw40

SDG 13: Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts
The climate crisis intensifies in a context where the global community is
far from the commitment needed to reverse it. The decade 2010-2019
was the warmest ever recorded, resulting in large-scale forest fires,
more and more intense hurricanes, droughts, floods and other climate
disasters on all continents.

SDG 13. How are people being affected by
climate change?
Climate change is affecting every country in the world. It is disrupting
national economies and interfering with the lives and livelihoods,
especially of the most vulnerable people.
Weather patterns are changing, sea levels are rising and weather events
are becoming more numerous and more extreme, having affected more
than 43 million people by 2020.

SDG 13. What happens if we don't take action?
If unchecked, climate change will result in the global average
temperature rising by more than 3.°C, negatively impacting all
ecosystems. Inaction will cost us far more than if we take immediate
action. We have the opportunity to take action that leads to economic
growth while simultaneously reducing GHG emissions and contributing
to climate resilience.

What do you know about
SDG 13?

Search for information to answer the
following questions:
• How is the financing for achieving
SDG 13 carried out?
• How important is SDG 13 for the
achievement of the Paris
Agreement?
• What actions are planned to
respond to the effects of Covid-19
under SDG 13?

Learn more!
Analyse the information available at
https://www.un.org/en/actno
focusing:
• on climate action being taken
around the world
• on the small everyday actions we
can do to help achieve SDG 13
• what we can do to monitor our
sustainable behaviour

Reflect!

Encourage!

▪ Identify the actions that your
organisation is currently taking to
promote the achievement of SDG
13

▪ Encourage employees in your
organisation to install the app
AWorld in support of ActNow“
and switch to a more sustainable
lifestyle

▪ Identify and list two further
actions your organisation can take
to contribute to SDG 13

Search for the APP in your
smartphone app shop!

Act!
▪ At https://www.un.org/en/actnow log
into the ActNow chat (bottom right)
and see the recommendations and
daily actions you can take to reduce
your carbon footprint
▪ Record your personal action in the
chat, contributing to the tally of
actions being taken around the world,
increasing the power of collective
action

Write and share!
Write a short article (300 words
maximum) to inspire others to
switch to a more sustainable
lifestyle and help meet SDG 13
Post the text on your favourite social
media network!

UNFCCC - Adaptation and resilience
Because GHGs remain in the atmosphere for many decades after their
emission, it is not possible to halt or reverse climate change and, for this
reason, the measures to be taken are mitigation, in the sense of
diminishing the impact of such changes, and adaptation and resilience, in
the sense of creating adaptation mechanisms and making communities
more resilient to the changes that are already occurring.

UNFCCC - Adaptation and resilience
Successful adaptation depends not only on governments - but also on the
active and sustained engagement of all stakeholders, including local,
regional, national and international organisations, the public and private
sectors and civil society - as well as on effective knowledge management.
Adaptation to the impacts of climate change can be undertaken in various
regions and sectors and at various levels.

UNFCCC - Adaptation and resilience
Member countries of the Convention meet periodically in meetings called
Conferences of the Parties (COPs). The Parties to the UNFCCC recognise
that adaptation is a global challenge faced by all, with local, regional,
subnational, national and international dimensions. It is a key component
of the long-term global response to climate change to protect people,
livelihoods and ecosystems.

UNFCCC - Adaptation and resilience
Parties recognise that adaptation action should follow a country-driven,
gender-responsive, participatory and fully transparent approach,
considering vulnerable groups, communities and ecosystems. This should
be based on and guided by the best available science and, where
appropriate, traditional, indigenous people and local knowledge systems,
with a view to integrating adaptation into relevant socio-economic and
environmental policies and actions and to make communities more
resilient.

What do you know about the
UNFCCC?
Search for information to answer the
following questions:
• What does climate change adaptation
and climate resilience mean?
• What work does the UNFCCC do with
a focus on "Adaptation and
Resilience"?
• How are stakeholders engaged in
adaptation under the UN climate
process?

Learn more!
Download the publication (free of
charge) from
https://www.bertelsmannstiftung.de/en/publications/publicatio
n/did/a-new-role-for-unfccc/ and
reflect on:
• the need for the expansion of the
UNFCCC's global role in climate
change adaptation
• the results achieved with the eight
case studies presented

PRACTICAL TIPS
Here you can find a checklist of
points to help you further
develop the values and
behaviours to deliver real-world
adult education on climate
change.

https://unsplash.com/photos/HFgxFulbsF4

❑ Be a source of inspiration and use social media to spread the word
about the "AWorld in support of ActNow" App so that more people
can also switch to a more sustainable lifestyle
❑ Promote the ActNow chat and encourage people from your
organisation to register their personal action in the chat, increasing
the strength of the collective action

❑ Select case studies about climate global governance available at
www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/en/publications/publication/did/anew-role-for-unfccc/ . Then, ask your trainees to investigate and
identify the situations that could be adapted to their organisation’s
reality
❑ Ask trainees to research the results achieved on climate change
adaptation at the 2019 United Nations Climate Change Conference,
also known as COP25, held in Madrid, summarising the main targets
set

USEFUL READING
Here you can find a list of
relevant online resources,
organised by the topics of the
module.
https://unsplash.com/photos/UwZnGlGm06I

Goal 13
of the 2030
Agenda for
Sustainable
Development

Topics related
to SDG 13
compliance

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal
13

Goal 13
of the 2030
Agenda for
Sustainable
Development

SDG 13 site:
targets and
information on
climate action

www.undp.org/content/undp
/en/home/sustainabledevelopment-goals/goal-13climate-action.html

United
Nations
Framework
Conventio
n on
Climate
Change

UNFCC website objectives and
information on
UNFCC action

https://unfccc.int/

UNFCCC
Climate
Adaptation
and
Resilience

Adaptation
Knowledge
Portal: UNFCCC
online resources
for Climate
Adaptation and
Resilience

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/
nwpstaging/Pages/Home.aspx
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